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A bit about me:
Violina Popova
Software Developer @ClipMyHorse.TV

• 6+ years shipping React Native apps

• Started as Web React developer

• Co-founder of @FrontendQueens
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Why React Native Was Born?
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LEARN ONCE, WRITE 
ANYWHERE 



WHAT IS A MOBILE 
APPLICATION?
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IT’S A SIGNED BUNDLE

• Binaries 
• Assets 
• Metadata

.ipa (iOS) 

.apk (Android)



UNDER THE HOOD: 
THE NATIVE 
RUNTIME
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The New Architecture

JS Thread Native Thread

JSI

Synchronous
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Fabric: The New Renderer
Before

Slow 
Native UI

Asynchronous 
Bridge

After

Synchronous JSI

Native 
Feel



From message passing → 
Direct communication



Components & Navigation



Not your HTML



Not your HTML



Not your HTML
• <View> becomes a native android.view.View  

on Android or a UIView on iOS

• <Text> becomes TextView on Android or  

UILabel on iOS

• <TextInput> replaces regular <input>



Native Frameworks

Android Jetpack UIKit
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Navigation - The Stack is Real 

React Navigation Expo Router









Debugging & Tooling 

Metro

Flipper



Debugging & Tooling 
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My advice: start with Expo

Expo

• Expo Go app

• Expo Router

• EAS Build



And the story doesn’t stop at 
phones…
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Image source: https://blog.swmansion.com
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Thanks!


